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News at the Diocesan Centre 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

I am happy to announce some good news about developments in the life of the 

archdiocesan team. Over the past two years, there have been many challenges 

and changes in archdiocesan administration. However, it is good to share with 

you the progress that is being made through continual prayerful work, 

consultation, and discernment. I must admit that God is good; in His providence, 

He has sent us excellent people to meet the challenges and provide the service 

that is due to all our parishes. 

New arrivals 

I would like to begin by mentioning the new arrivals. First, there is Bishop Yvan 

Mathieu SM, a Marist Father, who is our new Auxiliary Bishop for Ottawa-

Cornwall. We eagerly look forward to his episcopal ordination on June 13 at Notre 

Dame Cathedral Basilica. He will assume the role of a Vicar General to support 

Monsignor Kevin Maloney, who will also continue as Vicar General.  

Recently joining the team, Geneviève Bonin-Labelle fills a much-needed position 

as Director of Communications. Just this week, we welcomed a new Director of 

Pastoral Services. Her name is Lillian Ćulumović and she will be a great help in 

guiding our pastoral ministry towards a more missionary Church. We also are 

pleased to share that Shavindha (Shavi) Perera is our new English Sector Youth 

Ministry Coordinator. 

New Episcopal Vicars (English Sector) 

For the past year, we have been without an Episcopal Vicar for the English Sector. 

After careful consideration and consultation, I have decided to divide the 

responsibilities into two positions. Fr. Rob Arsenault, C.C. will act as Episcopal 



Vicar for Pastoral Services with a focus on helping parishes become centres for 

evangelization, while remaining pastor of his parish. Fr. Gerard Monaghan will 

serve as Episcopal Vicar for Clergy, focusing on clergy wellness and ongoing 

formation and education, with the assistance of a team, as he will retain his 

responsibilities at the parish and the Ottawa Catholic School Board. Both positions 

are part-time and will begin on August 1st. 

 

Some Departures to Note 

In June, we will be saddened to see three staff members leave.  

After many years of dedicated service to the Diocese of Alexandria-Cornwall in 

the area of pastoral care, and most recently to the new Archdiocese, Marilyn 

Bergeron will be retiring. We know her passion for evangelization and we know 

she will continue to serve as she has done so well. We also say thank you and 

goodbye to Marisa Casagrande, who has been with us for two years. Family 

obligations will not allow her to continue a ministry that she loved as the 

Archbishop’s Delegate for Mission and Pastoral Services. At the Marriage Tribunal, 

after 35 years of service, Céline Leroux will also retire: her work with people in 

difficult situations needing kind, skilled guidance was invaluable. We will miss 

these wonderful members of our team not only for their skills but the ways they 

brightened the atmosphere and witnessed to the Gospel in their daily 

interactions. 

We say to all three of you "a big thank you" and pray that God will accompany 

you on your way in the next steps in your journey.  

 

✠Marcel Damphousse 

Archbishop of Ottawa-Cornwall 

 

 

  

 


